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Lower Columbia River Channel

o Routine O&M Dredging
o Channel Deepening to 43’
o 40 Million tons 
o $16 Billion in value

Corps Dredge Essayons



• Routine O&M Dredging
• Snake River Programmatic 

Sediment Management Plan
• 10-12 Million tons
• $1.5-2.2 Billion in value



Wheat …
#1 in the nation 
37% of U.S. exports
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Barley …
#1 in the nation
70% of U.S. exports
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Forest Products and 
Paper Products …
#1 on the West Coast
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Mineral Bulks …
#1 on the West Coast
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Containers…
to and from 43 states
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Autos …
#1 on the West Coast
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Alternate Transportation Mode Comparison

Barge
1500 Ton

52,500 Bushels
453,000 Gallons

15-Barge Tow
22,500 Ton

767,500 Bushels
6,804,000 Gallons

Jumbo Hopper Car
100 Ton

3,500 Bushels
30,240 Gallons

100 Car Unit Train
10,000 Ton

350,000 Bushels
 3,024,000 Gallons

Large Semi
26 Ton

910 Bushels
 7,865 Gallons

=

1 Barge =
15 Jumbo 
Hoppers

1 Tow
21/4 Unit Trains

=

   
    870 Trucks   

 

=

Equivalent Lengths

1/4 Mile
15 Barge Tow

2 3/4 Miles
2 1/4 Unit Trains

34 1/2 Miles
Assuming 150 Ft. Between Trucks

   
  58 Trucks 

 

One Barge

3500 tons

One 4-Barge 
Tow

14,000 tons

Rail Car

100 tons

110-Car Shuttle 
Train

11,000 tons

Large Semi

29 tons

35 Rail Cars
120 Trucks

480 Trucks
140 Rail Cars

Barging is the lowest cost, most environmentally friendly
form of freight transportation
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