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___________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

The Ocean Conservancy 
Pollution Prevention and Monitoring Office 
1432 N. Great Neck Road, Suite 103 
Virginia Beach, VA 23454  USA 
Phone (757) 496-0920 
Fax (757) 496-3207 

Assessing and Monitoring Floatable Debris Appendix A 

INTERNATIONAL COASTAL CLEANUPTM DATA CARD 

Data collected during the International Coastal CleanupTM is used to educate the public and develop solutions to solid 
waste management practices. Through cooperative efforts among government agencies, private industries, community 
associations, environmental organizations and local citizens, changes in behavior and practices result which help to 
conserve and protect the environment. The annual cleanup is how we measure our continued success. 
Thank you for being a very important part of this process. 

Type of Cleanup:  ❏ Shoreline/Beach ❏Underwater Country Where Cleanup Was Conducted:______________________________ 

Zone or County Cleaned:__________________________ Beach Site Name:________________________________________________ 

Today’s Date: Month_______ Day_______ Year________ Name of Coordinator:_____________________________________________ 

Number of People Working on This Card:______________  Distance Cleaned:________________________________________________ 

Number of Trash Bags Filled:_______________________ Total Estimated Weight Collected:____________________________________ 

NAMES OF PARTICIPANTS IN YOUR GROUP 
If you are interested in learning more about The Ocean Conservancy’s efforts to protect our oceans and waterways and if you would like 
to receive Action Alerts on critical marine conservation issues from The Ocean Conservancy’s free Ocean Action Network (OAN), please 
check the box below with your name and address. 

1. Name:___________________________________ Age:_______ 
Address:______________________________________________ 
City:____________________________ State:_________________ 
Country:________________________ Zip Code:_______________ 
Phone: (_________) _____________________________________ 
Email:_________________________________________________ 
I would like information on: ❏The Ocean Conservancy ❏ The OAN 

2. Name:___________________________________ Age:_______ 
Address:______________________________________________ 
City:____________________________ State:_________________ 
Country:________________________ Zip Code:_______________ 
Phone: (_________) _____________________________________ 
Email:_________________________________________________ 
I would like information on: ❏The Ocean Conservancy ❏ The OAN 

3. Name:___________________________________ Age:_______ 
Address:______________________________________________ 
City:____________________________ State:_________________ 
Country:________________________ Zip Code:_______________ 
Phone: (_________) _____________________________________ 
Email:_________________________________________________ 
I would like information on: ❏The Ocean Conservancy ❏ The OAN 

4. Name:___________________________________ Age:_______ 
Address:______________________________________________ 
City:____________________________ State:_________________ 
Country:________________________ Zip Code:_______________ 
Phone: (_________) _____________________________________ 
Email:_________________________________________________ 
I would like information on: ❏The Ocean Conservancy ❏ The OAN 

ENTANGLED ANIMALS:  (❏Dead or ❏Alive). Type of Animal(s) and What Entangled the Animal:_____________________________


WHAT WAS THE MOST PECULIAR ITEM YOU COLLECTED?____________________________________________________________


The following national and international organizations 
endorse and/or support the International Coastal Cleanup: 

◆ U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 

◆ IUCN – The World Conservation Union 

◆ Intergovernmental Oceanographic Commission (IOC) of the 
United Nations’ Educational, Scientific, and Cultural 
Organization (UNESCO) 

Please return this card to your area coordinator or mail it to: 
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Figure A-1. International Coastal Cleanup Data Card (front) 
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ITEMS COLLECTED

The debris forms listed on this data card should be considered as indicator items based on their known uses (related 
activities) and impacts in the marine/aquatic environment (animal entanglement and ingestion, habitat destruction, 
human health and safety, vessel disablement, and economics and aesthetics). 

Volunteers should clean up all debris found on the beach but only 
record information on the items listed below. 

Keep a count of your items using tick marks and enter the item total in the box.

Example: □ �8 Bags/Food Wrappers______________________
llll lll 

SHORELINE AND RECREATIONAL ACTIVITIES 
(Debris from beach-goers, sports/games, festivals, litter from streets/storm drains, etc.) 

□�Bags/Food Wrappers_______________________________ 
□�Balloons_________________________________________ 
□�Beverage Bottles (plastic) 2 liters or less_________________ 

□�Beverage Bottles (glass)_____________________________ 
□�Beverage Cans____________________________________ 
□�Caps, Lids________________________________________ 
□�Clothing, Cloth_____________________________________ 

OCEAN/WATERWAY ACTIVITIES 

□�Cups, Plates, Forks, Knives, Spoons_____________________ 
□�Diapers__________________________________________ 
□�Fast-food Containers________________________________ 
□�6-Pack Holders____________________________________ 
□�Pull Tabs_________________________________________ 
□�Shotgun Shells/Wadding_____________________________ 
□�Straws, Stirrers____________________________________ 
□�Toys_____________________________________________ 

(Debris from recreational/commercial fishing and boat/vessel operations) 

□�Bait Containers/Packaging____________________________ 
□�Bleach/Cleaner Bottles______________________________ 
□�Buoys/Floats______________________________________ 
□�Crab/Lobster/Fish Traps______________________________ 
□�Crates___________________________________________ 
□�Fishing Line_______________________________________ 
□�Fishing Lures______________________________________ 

SMOKING-RELATED ACTIVITIES 
(Debris associated with smoking-related waste) 

□�Cigarettes/Cigarette Filters____________________________ 

□�Cigarette Lighters__________________________________ 
□�Cigar Tips_________________________________________ 
□�Tobacco Packaging/Wrappers________________________ 

MEDICAL/PERSONAL HYGIENE 
□�Syringes__________________________________________ 
□�Condoms_________________________________________ 
□�Tampons/Tampon Applicators_________________________ 

□�Fishing Nets_______________________________________ 
□�Light Bulbs/Tubes__________________________________ 
□�Oil/Lube Bottles____________________________________ 
□�Pallets___________________________________________ 
□�Plastic Sheeting/Tarps_______________________________ 
□�Rope____________________________________________ 
□�Strapping Bands___________________________________ 

DUMPING ACTIVITIES 
□�Appliances (refrigerators, washers, etc.)________________ 
□�Batteries_________________________________________ 
□�Cars/Car Parts_____________________________________ 
□�Construction Materials______________________________ 
□�55-Gal. Drums_____________________________________ 
□�Tires_____________________________________________ 

DEBRIS ITEMS OF LOCAL CONCERN 
(Items listed determined by local ICC Coordinator) 

□�________________________________________________ 
□�________________________________________________ 
□�________________________________________________ 

© 2001 The Ocean Conservancy 

Figure A-2. International Coastal Cleanup Data Card (back) 
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United States –“TOP TEN” ITEMS – 2001 International Coastal Cleanup 

Table A-1. Land and Underwater Cleanups 
Debris Items Total Percent 

Number 
1. cigarettes/cigarette filters 1,286,116 34.51% 
2. bags/food wrappers 443,259 11.89% 
3. caps, lids 306,428 8.22% 
4. beverage bottles (glass) 205,772 5.52% 
5. beverage cans 202,983 5.45% 
6. cups, plates, forks, knives, spoons 196,018 5.26% 
7. beverage bottles (plastic) 2 liters or less 189,591 5.09% 
8. straws, stirrers 151,660 4.07% 
9. fast-food containers 73,477 1.97% 

10. cigar tips 57,792 1.55% 
Top Ten Totals 3,055,304 81.98 % 

Table A-2. Land Cleanups 
Debris Items Total Percent 

Number 
1. cigarettes/cigarette filters 1,283,170 34.67% 
2. bags/food wrappers 440,407 11.9% 
3. caps, lids 305,112 8.24% 
4. beverage bottles (glass) 201,041 5.43% 
5. beverage cans 196,852 5.32% 
6. cups, plates, forks, knives, spoons 194,117 5.24% 
7. beverage bottles (plastic) 2 liters or less 188,243 5.09% 
8. straws, stirrers 151,340 4.09% 
9. fast-food containers 73,146 1.98% 

10. cigar tips 57,725 1.56% 
Top Ten Totals 3,033,428 81.96 % 

Table A-3. Underwater Cleanups 
Debris Items Total Percent 

Number 
1. beverage cans 6,131 23.84% 
2. beverage bottles (glass) 4,731 18.39% 
3. cigarettes/cigarette filters 2,946 11.45% 
4. bags/food wrappers 2,852 11.09% 
5. cups, plates, forks, knives, spoons 1,901 7.39% 
6. beverage bottles (plastic) 2 liters or less 1,348 5.24% 
7. caps, lids 1,316 5.12% 
8. clothing, cloth 522 2.03% 
9. fishing lures 449 1.75% 

10. fishing line 368 1.43% 
Top Ten Totals 22,196 86.3 % 

© 2002 The Ocean Conservancy.  All Rights Reserved. A-3 



�������������������������������������������������������

���������������������������

�����������������������������
������������������������������������������������������� 
������������������������������������������������������� 
������������������������������������������������������� 
������������������������������������������������������� 
������������������������������������������������������� 
������������������������������������������������������� 
������������������������������������������������������� 
������������������������������������������������������� 
������������������������������������������������������� 

��������������������������� 
��������������������������� 
��������������������������� 

����������������������� 
����������������������� 
����������������������� 
����������������������� 
����������������������� 

����� 
����� 
����� 
����� 
����� 

� 
� 
� 
� 
�

Shoreline 
And 

Recreational 
Activities 
77.99% 

Smoking-
Related 
Activities 
12.52% 

Ocean/ 
Waterway 
Activities 

6.82% 

Personal 
Hygiene 
0.14% 

Activities 
2.53% 

�����������������������������

������

���������������

��������������������������������

Appendix A Assessing and Monitoring Floatable Debris 

2001 International Coastal Cleanup

United States


Marine Debris Sources and Activities


Dumping Medical/ 

Debris Collected from Underwater Cleanups 

Figure A-3. Debris Collected from Underwater Cleanups 

2001 International Coastal Cleanup

United States


Marine Debris Activities and Sources
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Figure A-4. Debris Collected from Land Cleanups 
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2001 International Coastal Cleanup

United States


Marine Debris Sources and Activities


Dumping Medical/ 
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Figure A-5. Debris Collected from Land and Underwater Cleanups 
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Table A-4. 2001 International Coastal Cleanup:  Total Debris Collected in the United States 

Debris Items Land Underwater Total 
 Shoreline & Recreational Activities 
     bags / food wrappers 440407 2852 443259 

balloons 46012 165 46177 
beverage bottles (plastic) ≤ 2 liters 188243 1348 189591 
beverage bottles (glass) 201041 4731 205772 
beverage cans 196852 6131 202983 
caps, lids 305112 1316 306428 
clothing, cloth 50314 522 50836 

     cups, plates, forks, knives, spoons 194117 1901 196018 
diapers 7532 33 7565 
fast-food containers 73146 331 73477 
6-pack holders 14810 109 14919 
pull tabs 38985 109 39094 

     shotgun shells/wadding 17783 41 17824 
     straws, stirrers 151340 320 151660 

toys 
 Ocean / Waterway Activities 

bait containers /packing 

32361 

19646 

149 

209 

32510 

19855 
     bleach / cleaner bottles 10789 53 10842 
     buoys / floats 17401 56 17457 

crab/lobster/fish traps 5415 48 5463 
crates 2625 15 2640 
fishing line 27460 368 27828 

     fishing lures 10144 449 10593
 fishing nets 6226 55 6281

     light bulbs / tubes 4966 14 4980
     oil/lube bottles 11509 73 11582

 pallets 2188 2 2190
     plastic sheeting / tarps 41117 151 41268

 rope 57386 205 57591
 strapping bands 

 Smoking – Related Activities 
     cigarettes / cigarettes filters 

20313 

1283170 

54 

2946 

20367

1286116
 cigarette lighters 22753 103 22856
 cigar tips 57725 67 57792

     tobacco packaging / wrappers 48681 105 48786
 Dumping Activities 
     appliances (refrigerator, washers, etc.) 1217 17 1234 

batteries 5195 46 5241 
cars/car parts 10091 126 10217 

     construction materials 49300 279 49579 
     55 – gallon drums 887 3 890 

tires 7016 180 7196 
 Medical / Personal  Hygiene 

condoms 7323 16 7339 
syringes 2240 5 2245 

     tampon / tampon applicators 10245 16 10261 

TOTALS 3,701,083 25,719 3,726,802 
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Table A-5. 2001 International Coastal Cleanup: Entangled Animals Found in the United States 

Debris Category Amphibians Fish Mammals Reptiles Birds Invertebrates Total Percent 
balloon ribbon/string 3 1 1 5 4.95% 
fishing line with 
hook/lure 17 3 22 8 50 49.50% 
crab/lobster traps 3 1 4 3.96% 
fishing nets/rope 7 1 2 1 6 17 16.83% 
plastic sheeting 1 1 2 1.98% 
rope 2 3 1 1 3 10 9.90% 
six-pack holders 2 3 5 4.95% 
wire 1 1 2 4 3.96% 
miscellaneous 1 3 4 3.96% 

Total 1 35 4 7 34 20 101 
Percent 0.99% 34.65% 3.96% 6.93% 33.66% 19.80% 

Assessing and Monitoring Floatable Debris Appendix A 
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